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1. Introduction
We live on a planet that is now more interconnected
than at any time in history. In tandem with the great
swathes of information that now swirl worldwide at
the click of a mouse, vast movements of goods and
people happen everyday in the skies above us; our
globalised world has long been woven together 
by a web of flights, creating ever-expanding social 
and economic networks across the planet. 

As the horse and cart once drove social and 
commercial interaction between medieval villages 
and as the oceans acted as waterways for 19th-century
trade and exploration, the air transport industry is
now the primary network for our global exchange 
of goods, ideas, and cultures in the 21st century. 

The empty skies of the week following 9/11 left many
travellers stranded far from home. Yet the social and
economic effects left a deeper sense of isolation and
disconnect: the sudden disruption proved that the
skies now linked economies and societies in ways 
that are practically irreversible. The price paid for 
a regression into a past, where long-transcended 
borders are reinstated, would be a sacrifice of the 
very normalcy of our modern lives. How many 
countries or individuals would
readily sacrifice the benefits, 
convenience and freedom of
movement which the air 
transport industry provides? 

Many of the benefits of sustained growth in the air
transport industry are self-evident: increased living
standards through trade, improved communications
and security, travel and leisure benefits, cultural 
exchange and social connectivity. 

Increasingly, however, the potential negative effects
are now being questioned. Many ask what price 
we really pay in terms of carbon emissions. Others 
question whether improved consumer choice always
benefits local producers in developing countries. 

This report will assess many aspects of the global 
air transport industry, including the direct and 
indirect benefits that increased access to flight offers 
individuals, economies and societies. We will examine
the industry in the context of its effects worldwide,
including case studies on the impact of air transport
on modern lives in various regions around the globe.
The report will ultimately point to ways in which 
continued growth in the industry can act as a force
for economic and social progress and help to shape 
a better future for many of the world’s citizens.
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